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Christras and a There’s a mighty big gap in time between these two photos.
Happy New
Year....ccoeeennee I I always wanted to write
To all new books but I never did; not
authors and while I was still working as I
would-be never seemed to have the
authors. .......... 2 time. I’ve always enjoyed
communication and I worked
v el mers for 33 years as a maths/
authors and . "
would-be science teacher but writing
authors was always a thing that I put
Cont.....cceeunee on the “back burner’. That
may not have been a bad thing
though as you probably need a
To all new bit of maturity about you if
authors and you plan to write about life...
would-be and death!
authors In the first one I was 21 Back then at age 21 | knew
Sl years of age and ‘everything’ and I certainly
Revi flanked by both my knew that there was no such
eviews . . .
and loving parents. The thing as an ‘afterlife’. Why
milestones...... second one was taken ~ would you need an afterlife if
about four years ago you have all the love in the
Zeus after the publication of ~ world right here and now
contacts.......... my first novel ‘Raised  from your family and the
as an Angel’. What a prospect of another 60 or 70
S difference 37 years years of healthy life to look
releases .......... makes! forward to?
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Thanks to
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man knows
what facts not
to bother with.”

Robert Lynd

Get to
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local
library.

To all new authors and would-be authors continued.

But then the years start to go by and people die. After a while it starts to get quite lonely and
when you look in the mirror and see your own self aging you start to wonder ‘Is this all there is?’

Many people at this point rely on religious upbringing and ‘faith’ but to me those are meaning-
less concepts. For me there is no such thing as ‘belief” only knowledge and knowledge is only
possible through one thing; evidence!

In mathematics you don’t take the lecturer’s word for anything and he/she doesn’t expect you
to. Instead you have to be able to prove every minor detail for yourself from earlier theorems or
axioms. In science no theory can ever be proven only improved on when new evidence becomes
available. Nothing is set in concrete; nothing is known for certain!

Now in 1997 I came to the realisation that almost everyone and everything that I loved was now
either completely non existent or existing in some other realm or soon would be. I had two
choices and I was unwilling to simply ‘believe’ in either one. For me evidence always has been
and always will be the bottom line.

So that’s where my personal journey began and I have to say that it’s been like a runaway ex-
press train ever since! What they DON’T teach you in maths/science classes or religion classes
either, would fill VOLUMES!

You want evidence? Well you don’t have to look far; only as far as the internet in fact. It turns
out that there are TWENTY-TWO separate areas of research which each on their own proves the
existence of life after death! The most dramatic of these is the so called ‘Near Death Experience’
or NDE where a subject is resuscitated from the point of death and comes back with wonderful
life changing visions of a life beyond death.

I’ve always wanted to be a writer as I said but I don’t do text books and I don’t preach at people
either. I’m a story-teller but at the same time I now had this incredible body of new found knowl-
edge that [ wanted to share with people. I decided to write fictional stories but to set them in a
universe based on my studies. Everyone experiences grief at some point and for me re-reading
some works of my own favourite authors or watching reruns of old television shows helped enor-
mously in the bad times so that was the motivation for writing my books.

Having now written five novels I now think I can identify some key things that you need as an
author.

Motivation. You need a reason for your stories to exist. That need not be the same as me
trying to explain some grand underlying reality. It might be that you just want to high-
light some aspect of a relationship such as the love of a parent for a child. You might be
the kind of person who enjoys setting puzzles for others to solve such as writing a good
mystery story. For me the genre known as ‘the quest’ has always been my favourite.
This is where someone embarks on a single minded adventure to solve some task or to
right some wrong.

Now you need the characters. You need just the right individuals that will interact with
each other to bring out what it is that you the author are trying to say. A story needs to
have some explanation or narrative along the way but it is through the dialogue between
the characters that the reader becomes engaged. You need to get to know your charac-
ters as real people so you know how they will react and what they will say to each other
at various points in the story. Also if you need to introduce a complicated concept don’t
try to explain too much of it to the reader as you will just end up boring them with facts.
Invent a character that does that particular thing! For example he/she may be a hopeless
lover and/or the butt of many jokes but they know how to do ‘time travel’.

You need a good plausible plot! You are after all writing a story and so it has to flow. One
thing needs to logically follow from what has gone before which doesn’t always happen
in everyday life. Also it’s no good saying ‘but that really happened that way to me’. It
may still not seem plausible to the reader. Try to imbed seemingly unimportant little
things along the way that you can later refer to. These add depth to the story.

Opposites are important. If you expect to get your reader emotionally involved with some
degree of sadness there also at some point needs to be juxtaposition with humour. Sur-
prisingly the two opposing concepts usually go hand in hand. Also always remember
the important adage ‘no tears for the author, no tears for the reader’.

You need to enjoy the process of writing. For me it’s the reverse of watching a movie.
Instead of the ideas flowing from the screen down into your brain they flow from your
brain via the keyboard up onto the screen and the bonus is that you get to control the
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Milestones, evenis and Reviews

Peter Wise held a launch
for both The Kimberley
Killers and Palomino Gold
at Mt Mee Community
Hall 8" October. He also
celebrated his 70th Birth-
day. Peter had another
interview with a themed
colour pic appearing in
Caboolture News.

Peter Wise speaking with from right; Bruce, Sandra,
Marilyn and Clive from Zeus Publications.
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John Heussler attended an
Author Event at Mary
Ryan’s Brisbane 6" Octo-
ber About 30-40 people
attended and John sold 26

copies of Footprints which
is a fantastic effort on his
behalf.

okosk
Brad Kyle author of
Memoirs of a
Pilgrim
attended
four Rotary
Meetings. He

also had
an
interview
on 3CR
radio
show
called
Published
or Not and other speaking
engagements.
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Martin Knox attended
Brisbane Writers Festival.
He has also been busy

blogging, Facebooking
and Tweeting. He attends
Vision Writers Group
meetings every month. His
book The Grass is Always
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of Women Writers NSW
Biennial Book Awards
2011. Congratulations
Cynthia that is a fabulous
achievement and
extremely well deserved.
sksksk
John Meskell had a
terrific review in the
Weekend Bulletin for
Neurotic Predator
Unmasked. 1t appeared
right beside a review of
Colleen McCullough, so
he’s in good company.

Browner is
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Bookstore's
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To all new authors and would-be authors continued.

action. [ have a friend who has years of formal training in literature but says that he finds the writing process to be the
most frustrating and infuriating thing because he never gets it ‘right’ to his satisfaction and continuously feels the need
to start over. If that’s the case give it away completely and do something more constructive like playing a round of

golf!

Finally make sure you get your facts straight. When I write, a good third of my time sitting at the computer is not typing
but rather researching some topic or place or whatever so that the reader feels comfortable that you know what you are
talking about. If possible try to stick to things and places that you already know something about or have been to.

My first three books form a trilogy and the fifth one ‘Journey to a Far Away Place’ is set in the same universe but is a stand
alone story. This one looks at the ‘darker side’ of the afterlife as told by a small number of NDEers who come back with some
rather frightening ‘hellish’ experiences. Please remember though that I do not believe in ‘Hell” or ‘devils’ or ‘demons’ etc. Book
4 ‘A Time For Susan’ is a time travel adventure with a strong theme of love between a father and his child.
Please take a look at my website where I have gone into considerably more detail about the stories. Also I should mention that
music has always been a tremendous inspiration to me in my writing and on my website under the heading Musical Links you
will find some of my favourite songs many of which are mentioned in my books.

Gary J McCleary
www.afterlifenovels.com




Link with Zeus to spread the word

ZEUS

ZEUS DUBLICATIONS . www.zeus-publications.com

Zeus Publications

http://www.facebook.com/pages/Ieus-Publications/129165540977
Become a fan today! Comment on the posts.

Waterways Wonderland

shopping Centre http://twitter.com/zeuspublication

Cnr Karbunya and | .
Sunchine Blvds |! 4 Follow tweets on Zeus Publications books and authors.
Mermaid Waters http://twitter.com/Aphroditebooks

Phone: (07) 55 755 141 ! ﬂ Follow tweets on marketing and books.

Fax: (07) 55755 142 @ http://bookszeus.wordpress.com
marketing@zeus-publications.com ' Comment or contribute by being our ‘Author at Work'.

To contribute to this newsletter please contact Donna at (07) 55 755 141
Supporting authors worldwide or marketing @ zeus-publications.com
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